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We fail to understand why the EPA has not adequately consulted our Governors about a rule that 
has such a significant impact on the economy of our states. For example, rural states in the West 
have sizeable ranching and farming operations that will be seriously impacted by this rule. 
Despite the claim that the Army Corps will exempt 53 farming practices as established by the 
Natural Resource Conservation Service, the list of 53 does not cover all existing agricultural 
practices. There are a number of farming and ranching practices, such as the application of 
pesticides, that are not covered on this list that occur every day in the West without penalty. 
Under this new proposed rule, it appears those farmers and ranchers will need to get a perrnit or 
be penalized if they continue to use those non-covered practices in new federal waters. 

Congress has demonstrated strong opposition to past efforts to have the federal government 
control all wet areas of the states. During the recent consideration of the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA), a bipartisan group of Senators voted 52 to 44 to reject the EPA's 
CWA Jurisdiction Guidance, which would have also resulted in effectively unlimited jurisdiction 
over intrastate water bodies. Efforts to pass legislation to have the federal government control all 
non-navigable waters have also failed in past Congresses. 

We urge you to change course by committing to operating under the limits established by 
Congress, recognizing the states' primary role in regulating and protecting their streams, ponds, 
wetlands and other bodies of water. We also again ask that you consider the economic impacts 
of your policies knowing that yaur actions will have serious impacts on struggling families, 
seniors, low-income households and small business owners. 

Sincerely,
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Letter Sfgners; 

In addition to Senator Barrasso, Rep, Pearce and Rep. Lummis, the attached letter was signed 
by Senators David Vitter (R-LA), Jirn Inhofe (R-OK), Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), Dean Heller (R- 
NV), Mike Lee (R-UT), Pat Roberts (R-KS), Orrin Hatch (R-UT), John Thune (R-SD), Mike Crapo 
(R-11)), Roy Blunt (R-AR), Jerry Moran (R-KS), Deb Fischer (R-NE), John Cornyn (R-TX), John 
Hoeven (R-ND), Mike Johanns (R-NE), James Risch (R-ID) and Mike Enzi (R-WY) and 
Representatives Rob Bishop (UT-01), Markwayne 1vlullin (OK-01), Jeff Denham (CA-10), Mike 
Simpson (ID-02), Don Young (AIC-AL), Walter Jones (NC-03), Matt Salrnon (AZ-05), Scott Tipton 
(CO-03), Mike Conaway (TX-11), Mark Amadei (NV-02), Cory Gardner (CO-04), Jeff Duncan (SC- 
03), Chris Stewart (UT-02), Paul Gosar (AZ-04), Torn McClintock (CA-04), Kevin Cramer (ND- 
AL), Devin Nunes (CA-22), David Schweikert (AZ-06), Randy Neugebaurer (TX-19), Raul 
Labrador (ID-01), Kristi Noem (SD-AL), Doug Lamborn (CO-05), Trent rranlcs (AZ-08), Paul 
Broun (GA-10), Mike Coffnlan (CO-06), Jason Chaffetz (UT-03).
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